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The Inclusion of English as a Main Subject in the Dominican Education System 


Since the dawn of time, languages have always been one of the most 
effective tools for human beings to communicate with each other. Human 
beings, curious to understand other people and make themselves understood, 
begin to learn or study their languages. During the passing of time, languages 
were being created by migration from people to people. The fact of creation of 
so many languages also led to the death or disappearance of some, such as the 
case of Greek, and Hebrew which are used today in the religious field for 
hermeneutics, hence the classification of languages into modern languages and 
dead languages. Of these languages creations, the English language also 
appears which comes from a Germanic language that arrived in Britain in the 
oth century with the Anglo-Saxon tribes. In the educational field, experts, 
understanding the importance of linguistic communication especially in English 
as the official language worldwide, from remote times began to insert modern 
languages into the educational curriculum. Following the footsteps of those 
experts, the Dominican Republic also inserts English in its educational 
curriculum but not as basic subjects such as mathematics, Spanish, natural 
sciences, and social sciences. The Ministry of Education should include English 
aS a main subject given the interdependence and cultural correctness among the 
countries of the world and thus allow Dominicans to profit economically, 


intellectually, and culturally from this educational curriculum change. 


Several studies have shown that the more a country speaks English, the 
richer it tends to be. In addition, mastery of Shakespeare's language favors the 
emergence of developing countries. Nowadays, the mastery of English is seen 
not only as a linguistic ability but also as an economic source. Firstly, it is very 
difficult to find a job that does not require English. This means that English 
plays an important role in all areas of life. Take the case of the Dominican 
Republic, which is an attractive country for all nations. If the Ministry of 
Education prioritizes English, it can contribute to the economic development of 
the country. The eastern part of the country is a tourist area, which receives 
thousands of tourists per month. When a person finds a job, that person can 
change the quality of life of the family. However, we know that a country is a 
whole family. By logical deduction when the quality of life of families changes, 
the country grows economically, hence the need for the Ministry of Education 


to include English as a basic subject. 


Secondly, the English language is an intellectual language. Currently, 
English is spoken by 400 million natives and understood by billions people 
according to an unknown source. I mean almost a quarter of the world speaks 
this language, so it is very easy to find people who speak it. This language has a 
very broad and captivating history, encompassing wars, invasions, and different 
influences from all over the world. There are many cultures that helped shape 
modern English, including Roman, Viking, and French. This is the main reason 
why it is a hybrid language made up of Latin, Germanic, and Romantic 


elements. Learning English can improve children's brain activity. According to 


studies, speaking in a foreign language or studying one helps keep the brain 
busy. The mastery of the English language will help children learn, and keep 
their brains healthy and active. It has been proven that bilingual people are 
less prone to Alzheimer's disease and dementia and have more pronounced 
memory and creativity. When people learn a language, in this case, English, 
they actively use their brains and exercise their memory, which thus develops 
and strengthens. According to Francisco Meno Blanco in his book "Learning 
foreign languages in the European Framework" (2004), language learning gives 
greater linguistic ability and increases the capacity of knowledge, in addition to 
improving the knowledge of the mother tongue and developing communication 
skills. Here again, another reason for the Ministry of Education to insert 


English as a basic subject. 


Finally, it is undeniable that language and culture are largely 
interdependent. English is the second most spoken language in the world. As 
Rita Mae Brown said: ' Language is the roadmap of a culture. it tells you where 
people come from and where they are going . It, therefore, allows a great 
openness to the world around us. Thanks to English, Dominican students will 
be able to exchange with people from different cultures, enrich their knowledge 
of the various customs and way of life, and all this just by communicating. 
Despite the advances of science, a culture is not known by studying it, but by 
living it. Now that we have the world readily available and we can get to know 
all the cultures, the only barrier that stands in the way is language. Language 


enriches each culture and allows us to say things that are impossible in other 


languages. Having knowledge of the cultural and historical factors of the 
English language is essential since knowledge of the culture and history of a 
language is absolutely necessary to understand the formation, evolution, and 
current configuration of that language. Today, the European Union has greatly 
facilitated the relationship between its countries, both that, any citizen who 
belongs to it may choose any country to have his home. This makes it necessary 
for the citizen to have linguistic competence in that language to be able to 
integrate and interact without problems. The importance of developing 
intercultural competence can also be highlighted, which refers to the ability to 
interact effectively with individuals of cultures other than their own. According 
to Castro, Méndez, and Sercu (2005), the incorporation of intercultural 
competence in the teaching of languages has meant not only a change in the 
conception of approaches methodological but also, as occurs in any process of 
pedagogical innovation, a change of mentality in those who participate in the 
teaching/learning process. I think that the cultural aspect is one of the most 
interesting for students, for they can compare the different ways of living 
between their society and others. Students can observe the differences and 
similarities in terms of how to celebrate between both societies. They can also 
meet cultural festivals that in their country are not celebrated: such as 


Halloween, St Patricks Day, or Thanksgiving Day. 


However, although we have displays of knowledge to demonstrate that 
learning English is linked to the economy, intellectuality, and culture; many 


people have a different point of view when it comes to these things. They are 


those who claim that to have money it is not necessary to know English. They 
think what matters most is to have a technical profession, to have dedication, 
and to have dreams in order to be successful in life. They even mentioned 
people who have succeeded in life without even having studied. Others affirm 
that the artistic professions are means of communication themselves. They do 
not need to speak a language to communicate with their clients except through 
their work. On the other hand, a small group states that learning English has 
nothing to do with intellectuality. They claim that it is very difficult to see a 
math teacher who is not intelligent. They say almost anyone who can do math 
has the ability to learn English, but the converse is wrong. They do not deny 
that knowing English can contribute to economic success, but it will depend 


more on the context in which one operates. 


As we have clearly said, the insertion of English in the curriculum as a 
basic subject can contribute to the Dominicans’ profit economically, 
intellectually, and culturally. Finally, English is the official language worldwide 


that opens doors in all aspects of the life. 
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